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August 11, 1994 

D r .  Haro ld  E .  Varmus 
D i r e c t o r  
N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  of  H e a l t h  
B u i l d i n g  1, Room 114 
Bethesda ,  MD 20892 

Dear D r .  Varmus: 

I a m  adding  a n o t e  t o  e x p l a i n  why I am sending  you t h e  e n c l o s e d  somewhat 
c r y p t i c  memorandum. The memo was g e n e r a t e d  t o  inform o t h e r  BRMP, DCT Lab 
C h i e f s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  proceedings  a t  a r a t h e r  d i s c o n c e r t i n g  meet ing of  NCI-DCT 
Lab and Branch C h i e f s  w i t h  Drs. Sam Broder and Bruce Chabner.  
d o n ‘ t  l i k e  t o  w r i t e  memos, b u t  I and some of t h e  o t h e r  l a b  c h i e f s  t h a t  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  meet ing were v e r y  p e r t u r b e d  by some o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  propounded by 
D r s .  Broder  and Chabner.  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  we were u p s e t  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  w e  a r e  
a l l  supposed t o  pursue  more developmental  r e s e a r c h  and t h a t  i n  t h e i r  view 
b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  be pursued  o u t s i d e  t h e  N I H .  Although t r a n s l a t i o n a l  
s t u d i e s  and c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e y  come about  o n l y  a f t e r  good 
basic  r e s e a r c h  and indeed  a r e  probably  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t .  Those of  u s  a t  t h e  
BRMP who pursue  fundamental  s t u d i e s  o f  h o s t  d e f e n s e  mechanisms a r e  more i n  
agreement w i t h  your  p r e v i o u s l y  s t d t e d  view t h a t  inore b a s i c  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s  
are  s o r e l y  needed t o  make p r o g r e s s  i n  deal  i n g  w i t h  c a n c e r .  
are  p r o b a b l y  f u l l y  aware o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  N C I  l e a d e r s h i p ,  we thought  i t  
a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  send you t h e  e n c l o s e d  memo f o r  your i n f o r m a t i o n .  

I o r d i n a r i l y  

Even though you 
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